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Important Dates 

9-2-2019: Labor Day (No School) 

9-13-2019: Progress Reports Sent Home 

9-19-2019: CSCA Board Meeting (6:30 pm) 

9-27-2019: Progress Reports Sent Home 

Social Studies 
With Mrs. Ross 
kross@cscharter.org 
 

7th grade has completed its unit on America 
Becoming a World Power--including a test and a 
Newspaper project. We are now looking into the causes of 
WWI and the advanced technologies of 20th century 
warfare. With this unit students will examine the primary 
battles of the war and will view the movie "War Horse" in 
class (permission slips to come home soon). 
 

8th grade is continuing its study in the Rise & Fall 
of the British Empire. India, the "Jewel in the Crown of 
Britain," has been a primary focus--emphasizing the 
appeal India possessed for the British, as well as modern 
day struggles related to the Caste system & the 
pollution of the Ganges River. Students should be 
anticipating a test on the unit the 2nd week of October. 

 

Kristen Ross 

 
Advanced Math 
With Mrs. Welsch 
cwelsch@cscharter.org 
 

 

 

7th Grade Advanced Math – Pre-algebra 

7th Grade Advanced Math – Pre-algebra 

For the month of October, we will continue 

working on concepts in Pre-Algebra, including 

collecting like-terms, operations on integers, 

solving equations, working with functions, 

working with ratios, solving proportions, and 

finding slope of a line. We will also explore 

more Geometry, including areas of polygons, 

circumference and area of a circle, surface area, 

and volume. Students will continue to do short 

labs with the graphing calculator in class, as it 

relates to topics in the curriculum. Please make 

sure your student is completing all homework 

assignments, and asking for help in class, if 

needed!  

8th Grade Advanced Math - Algebra 

8th Grade Advanced Math – Algebra I 

For the month of October, we will continue our 

Algebra I course by exploring the following 

topics: Working with Ratios and Proportions, 

Simplifying and Evaluating Expressions, 

working with slope, and Graphing Linear 

Functions. We will also be doing probability of 

Independent and Dependent Events, working 

with Arithmetic Sequences, and using 

Deductive and Inductive Reasoning. Students 

will continue to do short labs in class with the 

graphing calculator, as it relates to topics in the 

curriculum. Please make sure your student is 

completing all homework assignments, and 

asking for help in class, if needed! 
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Math 
With Mrs. Volanti 
dvolanti@cscharter.org 
 

Happy Fall! 
In Math we have been continuing to build our 

Math notebooks and resource folder. All students in 
7th and 8th grade must have a folder with prongs or 
a binder to keep all materials organized for their 
Benchmark test that will take place after Lesson 30. 
The resource materials and notebook will be used for 
them to study and prepare this benchmark midterm 
test. 

Students in both grade levels have learned 
new material in Math the last month.  
Here is a snapshot of a few of the new concepts 
being learned this month in class are: 
1. In 7th grade we have learned how to use 
exponential rules to simplify exponential expressions, 
analyze function tables and express the rule used to 
compute its' value and how to solve an equation 
using algebraic reasoning instead of number sense.  
2. In 8th grade we have learned how to classify 
the sets of numbers in the Real Number System, to 
approximate the value of an irrational square root  by 
hand, and how to simplify equations that contain 
powers and roots. 

Tutoring is in session for all Math students 
requiring some extra assistance on what is being 
taught in class. If you are interested in your student 
attending a tutoring session please email me at 
dvolanti@cscharter.org 

Attending tutoring helps to increase a 
students' test scores while addressing any deficiency 
and/or questions that they may have on a Math 
concept in class. Any student not performing at the 
75% level in Math class would greatly benefit by the 
additional support provided during this time. 
We are quickly approaching the end of the 1st 
quarter. Please help your student by reminding them 

to keep up on their homework and turn in all 
assignments on time.  

All CSCA students in Middle School are 
required to have a CSCA planner that is used in all 
classes. If you cannot provide your student with one 
please let me know by email. 
 
Here are some interesting Math Facts for you to 
enjoy! 
 
 Pi and pizzas are linked.                             

 Nature loves Fibonacci sequences. 

 In a crowded room, two people probably share 
a birthday.  

 Multiplying ones always gives you palindromic 
numbers.  

 The universe isn't big enough for Googolplex.  

 Seven is the favorite number.  

 Prime numbers help Cicadas survive. 

 

Diana Volanti 
 

 
Science 

With Mr. Mazzoni 
amazzoni@cscharter.org 

 
Happy Fall!  
Last month was a great month and we were able 

cover a lot of material.  For 7th grade, we talked about 
atomic structure and the parts of atom.  We also discussed 
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ions and isotopes and the organization of the periodic 
table.   

For 8
th

 grade, we learned about forces and motion 
and discussed Newton’s Three Laws of motion.  Using 
Newton’s Second Law, students were able to calculate 
force, mass, and acceleration, and understood the units of 
each.   

Both 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade had a test last month 
covering everything we have learned this quarter, and the 
test went  pretty well.   

This month, 7
th

 grade will build on their 
knowledge of atomic structure to understand different 
types of chemical reactions and how chemical reactions 
occur.  This is a topic where I have some really cool labs 
and demonstrations planned.   

And for 8
th

 grade, we will build on our knowledge 
of calculating force, and will use those skills to calculate 
momentum, understand the Law of Conservation of 
Momentum, and calculate buoyant forces and work.    

I can’t wait to make this a great month, and happy 
spooky season! 

Literature 
With Ms. Sheppard 
bsheppard@cscharter.org 
 
 

 

Hello Families and happy October! 
            Last month, the 7th graders enjoyed 

reading about Buck and his journey to nature in Jack 
London’s The Call of the Wild. The 8th grade class 
learned about different cultures through their 
readings of autobiographies. 

This spooky season brings both grades into 
the world of short stories. 

7th grade will be enjoying “The Gift of the 
Magi” by O. Henry, “The Necklace” by Guy de 
Maupassant, “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” by 
James Thurber, and we’ll close this Halloween season 
with two works by the author who elevated the short 
story genre, Edgar Allan Poe, with his stories “The 

Tell-Tale Heart,” and “The Purloined Letter.” They’ll 
expand their knowledge of these stories through 
discussions, mini-quizzes, poster activities and 
charades, as well as a short story circle. 

8th grade will be diving into “The Bet” by 
Anton Chekov, “The Open Boat” by Stephen Crane, 
“God Sees the Truth” and “Master and Man” by Leo 
Tolstoy, “An Honest Thief” by Fyodor Dostoyevsky, 
“Why I Live at the P.O.” by Eudora Welty, and “The 
Garden Party” by Katherine Mansfield. The 
8th graders will expand their knowledge through 
discussions, mini-quizzes, short essays, and a story 
cube activity. 

It’ll be a great, spooky month of reading! 
 

 
Grammar and Writing 
With Mrs. Walker 
pwalker@cscharter.org 
 
English in October Should be Spooktacular!! 

 
Students will be learning the art of debate.  We 

have started with creating strong thesis statements and 
writing well-crafted expository writings.  Additionally, in 
October, we will be focusing on the concepts of 
organization, topic sentences, transitions, and 
conclusions.  

In grammar, we will be learning about helping 
verbs, conjunctions and interjections, sentences and 
fragments, and complex sentences.  I am especially 
excited about our upcoming discussions of the possessive 
apostrophe.   

The students have settled into some very 
interesting projects, and it is wonderful to see them 
learning to articulate and support their positions in well-
crafted writings.  There are no ghost writers here! 
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